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Major Ground Equipment System Accidents 
Caused by Materiel Failure 

Summary 

DA Form 285 accident reports for 3 fiscal years were analyzed to determine materiel 
failures/malfunctions affecting major ground equipment systems that caused/ 
contributed to accidents. Major ground systems reviewed included Army motor 
vehicles and combat vehicles. The components most frequently involved in causing/ 
contributing to accidents were brakes and wheels. Corrective actions included articles 
in Countermeasure, DA Forms 2028: Recommended Changes to Publications and 
Blank Forms, and recommendations to appropriate MACOM on materiel deficiencies. 

Introduction 

DA Form 285 accident reports were analyzed to determine materiel failures/ 
malfunctions which caused/contributed to Army motor vehicle (AMV) and Army 
combat vehicle (ACV) accidents during 3 fiscal years. 

Discussion 

Army motor vehicle materiel failures/malfunctions. 

Army motor vehicles most frequently reported as having materiel 
failures/malfunctions that caused/contributed to accidents were: 

Tactical vehicles Component most frequently involved 
2'/2-ton trucks brakes 
5-ton trucks brakes 
M880/M890 trucks wheels 
W-ton trucks wheels and brakes 

Commercial vehicles Component most frequently involved 
sedans/station wagons brakes and wheels 
VA- - %-ton trucks wheels 

Army combat vehicle materiel failures/malfunctions. 

Army combat vehicles most frequently reported as having materiel failures/ 
malfunctions that caused/contributed to accidents were: 

Combat vehicles Component most frequently involved 
M113 carriers hatch/door assemblies 
other carriers hatch/door assmeblies 
M60 tanks weapon system 
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Conclusions 

Analysis of DA Form 285 accident reports for 3 fiscal years revealed the vehicles most 
frequently having materiel failures/malfunctions and the components most frequently 
involved were: 

AMV 

Tactical Commercial 
2'/2-ton trucks—brakes sedans/station wagons—brakes, wheels 
5-ton trucks—brakes lA- - %-ton trucks—wheels 
M880/M890 trucks—wheels 
'4-ton trucks—wheels, brakes 

ACV 
M113 carriers—hatch/door assemblies 
other carriers—hatch/door assemblies 
M60 tanks—weapon system 
Corrective actions in eluded articles in Countermeasure. 
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